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UK maths schools  Cultural spotlight 

WEEKLY   
MATHS  CHALLENGE 

Mrs Green is teaching a class 

of eight students.  Four  pairs 

are “best friends”.  She 

wants  to divide  them into 

pairs,  but knows  that putting 

any pair  of best friends  to-

gether  will lead to chaos in 

the classroom.  How  many 

ways can she put them into 

productive pairs? 
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